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CHALLENGE PARTNERS:  Identification of Area of Excellent Practice 
 
 

 

Name of School:  Woodfield 

Date: 16th March 2015 

      

Please give details of the area of excellent practice that you have identified to 
support school improvement across the Challenge Partners.  Identify no more than 2 
areas. Please complete a proforma for each of the areas you have identified and 
continue on additional sheets if you need. Thank you. 
 

 

What is your area of excellent practice? 

6th Form Provision 

 

Why have you identified this area as a strength? 

Woodfield Sixth Form excels in offering an integrative curriculum, providing a wealth of experiences 
in Employability; Independent Living; Living in the Community; well-being & Healthy Living. 
It offers a variety of entry level qualifications from awarding bodies such as WJEC, AQA, OCR, ASDAN 
and DoE. 
Our team are highly skilled and dedicated professionals facilitating our learners through their 
journeys to college and adult life.  
The Sixth Form is a post 16 further education transition program designed to help SEND learners 
gain necessary curricular/m and life skills needed to enter and succeed. 
During their time in the Sixth Form the students follow several educational courses in readiness for 
moving on to college. They include the further development of their skills in Mathematics, English 
and ICT. Alongside this is a comprehensive Personal and Social Development programme to prepare 
them for adulthood. 
Students also have a choice of vocational taster courses which currently include: Anime, Fashion, 
Cycle Maintenance, Running a Café, Hair and Beauty salon. Closely associated with this is the 
enterprise company that students run one morning a week. 
We also have a number of enrichment activities that include both a creative arts afternoon and a 
sports afternoon. 
Our program caters to the growing needs of learners with Autism (ASC), Social Emotional 
Behavioural Difficulties (SEBD) and Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD). 
The curriculum in KS5 concentrates on pupils acquiring self-help skills and independence with a 
focus on vocational learning and independent living. Transition to College is the focus in year 14. 
We have developed a personalised curriculum to cater for all pupils learning needs. Providing 
different options at strategic points along their educational journeys.  

 

What actions have you taken to establish the expertise in this area? 

Our learners are placed in ability based groups Support, Independent and Extension. 
Lessons are differentiated according to the need of out learners. A variety of approaches 
and tools are used to enable our learners to access the curriculum such as Makaton, PECS, 
Visuals, sensory and practical activities 
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Woodfield Sixth Form ensures our learners have a voice through the Sixth Form Committee 
and about their own learning. Each learner chooses their vocational education subject for 
their year and is consulted about their preferences of work experience placements as well 
as college.  
We have tutorials scheduled where we give our learners 1:1 time with a tutor reflecting, 
evaluating, setting their own targets and next steps in achieving goals academically 
 
Overall T&L is 100% good or better. (SEC -Sensitive Educational Consultants) 
During this academic year to date 18 teaching and Learning observations have taken place. 
Of these lessons 61% were judged outstanding and 28% was judged as good. These 
judgements were made by the SLT and external consultants.  
During each observation the behaviour for learning of the learners and support of Teaching 
Assistants were monitored and judged to be good or better 
 
A solid relationship with Connexions helps to support the pupils with identifying the correct 
options for them at end of KS5. 
The Annual Review process is used to support the process of pathway identification and 
future steps for pupils. 
Organisation of curriculum at KS5 including the overhaul of qualifications pathways to 
ensure continuity for pupils through KS5 and beyond. 
KS5 – Foundation Learning in Y12/13, provides individualised timetables – appropriate to 
student needs and progression. 
At the end of KS4 pupils are given taster week in KS5 to experience 6th Form before 
September. 
In KS5 we have introduced Y14 with a clear focus on preparation for independence and 
college. 
 

 

Which key staff (please state their roles) have led on this? 

RMO Rita Moussa Head of 6th Form 
PTA Paul Talbot Assistant Head SLT 6th Form  

 

Which phase, year group, department or subject area demonstrate the 
strongest elements of the area of excellent practice? 

KS5 Yr 12 13 14 
 

How have you capitalised on the area of excellent practice in your own school? 

Morning briefing system 
School committee 
Mid term planning 
Sims Data 
Chat club 
Traffic light AFL in all lessons 

Students can access a range of subjects from each pathway suited to their needs. 
Emphasising the positive aspects of each pathway and the students for whom it is 
appropriate 
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What evidence is there of the impact on pupils’ outcomes? 

Pupil progress 
Post 16 data  
Classroom Monitor / SIMs – subject targets 
Next steps posters – good practice 
Learning Journeys – individual pupil basis, tracking progress 
Have a KS5 Baseline – track progression to end of KS5 – accreditation and value added. 
Target setting is aspirational – end of KS and each term using Classroom Monitor 
Targets shared with pupils  
More choice in qualifications on offer  
Parental feedback – consultation evenings / ILP feedback 
Increased number of colleges being attended by leavers 
 

 

How have you shared your practice beyond your own school? What has 
been the extent of the impact of this? 

Enables us to reliably assure governors and parents that we are offering the best possible 
routes for all learners. 
 

 

How will you continue to build your expertise in this area? 

Track leavers (16 -25) 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
Extend work in partnership with colleges other than NWCL 

 

What are your next steps? 

• Integrate fully Sims learner tracking based upon 12 step aspirational targets  
• Implement fully 6th Form tutorial system 

Ensure all aspects of learning in Post 16 leads to external and internal awards. 
Expand pathway destinations  

• Develop work experience opportunities 
• Develop residential opportunities 
We are constantly trying to improve our provision and the area of assessment, both 
formative and summative, is what we will be focusing on this year. More specifically we will 
look into: 
• Collecting data for all qualifications offered 
• Develop tools and collect data on behaviour 
• Achievement of girls should be looked at more closely 
• Achievement of Non FSM students should be looked at 
• Achievement of EAL students should be looked at (no SALT intervention) 
• Improving prediction of Entry levels  
• Assessment part of SDP 

 

Signed:  Date:  
 

OLEVI June 2011 

 


